The Turks in Hungary.
but their own commander, Muhammad Pasha, by his skill and prudence, contributed much to the successful issue of the cam-paign.
Ferdinand, having lost his army, and despairing of further success, was desirous of ending the war ; and Zapolya was no less weary of it, for the unfortunate Hungarians were the only sufferers by all the raiding and harrying tnat went on, the Turks, who had no stake in the country, looking on the war as a pastime and source of profit. Ferdinand and Zapolya therefore agreed to conclude a peace, the former consenting to recognise the latter as king of Hungary ; but there was a secret article in the treaty by which the kingdom, after the death of Zapolya, who had no children, was to devolve on Ferdinand. This article was to be kept carefully secret from Sulimdn; but Ferdinand, in the hope of injuring Zapolya's interest with him, treacherously divulged i,t to him. Sulimdn, who looked on the kingdom of Hungary as his own to do what he liked with, was furious when he heard of it; but divining Ferdinand's motives for letting him into the secret, he dissembled his wrath, and did not alter his behaviour to Zapolya. The latter meantime married a daughter of the king of Poland, and by her had a son, shortly after whose birth he died, leaving the kingdom by will to his son, and commending the infant to the protection of Suliman, in spite of his compact with Ferdinand.
The latter in vain claimed the kingdom in right of his treaty with Zapolya. Most of the Hungarians rallied round the queen, who proclaimed herself regent during the minority of her son, and called on Suliman for aid. Ferdinand sent down a German army under the command of Count Roggendorff. They took Pesth and laid siege to Buda. Meanwhile he sent an ambassador to conciliate and offer tribute to the Sultan. But the envoy happening in his address to use the title of Kaiser in speaking of Charles the Fifth, Sulirn&a flew into a passion and sent him to prison ; and despatched orders to the Pashas of Belgrade and Bosnia to march at once to the succour of the queen They set out with all the forces they could muster, conveying their guns and stores up the stream of the Danube in a flotilla ; but the river freezing, their progress was stopped, and they had to encamp on the open plains of Hungary during the whole of a most rigorous winter, during which time the Turkish soldiers suffered the extre* taity both of cold and want with exemplary fortitude. The Germans had gone into winter-quarters, and in the spring resumed the siege of Buda, but the Turkish Pashas soon arriving to raise the siege, the Germans in their lines were more besieged than besieging.
\ Experienced officers in vain   besought Roggendorff to   with-draw the aim; across the river to Petilk : he obstinately maintained